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from them consistent conclusions. He is opposed both to utilitarian and hedonistic 
ethics, claiming that it is neither the utility nor the happiness which results from 
an act that gives it its ethical value, but the Good, the conviction, the frame of 
heart (Gesinnung), the personality and man behind the act, strong, in perfect har- 
mony with himself, and free. All the main questions of ethics, such as egotism' 
and altruism, motives, evil, eudemonism and utilitarianism, autonomy and hete- 
ronomy, conscience, the ethical norms, teleology, the family and state, determinism 
and indeterminism, responsibility, punishment, and so forth, are treated, as are 
also fifty-four other minor but burning problems. 

Columbia University Contributions to Philosophy, Psychology, and Educa- 
tion : 

Vol. II., No. 3, Basis of Early Christian Theism, by Lawrence Thomas Cole. 
S. T. B., Ph. D. May, 1898. Pages, 60. Price, 50 cents 

Vol. II., No. 4, Early American Philosophers, by Adam Leroy Jones, Ph. D. 
June, 1898. Pages, 80. Price, 75 cents. 

Vol. III., No. i, The Formal and Material Elements of Kant's Ethics, by Wil- 
liam Morrow Washington, Ph. D. June, 1898. Pages, 67. Price, 60 cents. 
New York : The Macmillan Co. Berlin : Mayer and Miiller. 

Dr. Cole contends that in all accounts of the theistic arguments, "it has been 
customary to pass over a space of well-nigh ten centuries of the Christian era in 
silence, or with such scanty and unsympathetic notice as to make silence the better 
alternative." It has been his endeavor to fill this yawning chasm in the history of 
philosophy with a critical discussion of the theistic metaphysics of the period be- 
ginning with the middle of the second century and concluding with the Council of 
Nice. He regards the estimate placed upon the theistic arguments by the Anti- 
Nicene fathers as predominantly the estimate of common sense, and claims that 
"it took the scepticism of a Hume and the criticism of a Kant, with the readjust- 
ment of all their followers, to bring us back at the close of this nineteenth century 
into substantial agreement with it." 

Dr. Jones admits that "a review of the progress of philosophical thought in 
America reveals little that can be classed as distinctively American." He can find 
among early American philosophers two only who can be ranked as prominent, 
namely, Jonathan Edwards, the president of Princeton, and Samuel Johnson. 
These two authors were idealists of the Berkeleian type, but their idealism could 
not be regarded as a logical outcome of Puritanism which was entirely out of sym- 
pathy with philosophy, and condemned it, together with ethics, as contrary to reli- 
gion. John Witherspoon, another famous president of Princeton, introduced the 
Scottish philosophy of common sense, which remained the dominant doctrine until 
within very recent times. Four other thinkers are mentioned by Dr. Jones, namely, 
William Brattle, Benjamin Franklin, Cadwallader Colden, and Thomas Clap. The 
brief bibliography appended to Dr. Jones's brochure is of value. 
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Dr. Washington is struck with the fact that Kant's ethics is " thoroughly ani- 
mated with the spirit of stoicism," and further that it was the outgrowth of a desire 
to refute the contemporary sensationalistic schools. Kant unfortunately expressed 
himself in terms peculiar to logic, and the system has frequently provoked a logical 
refutation which does not go to the root of the ethical truth conveyed. The termi- 
nology adopted was that which runs throughout the whole Kantian system, "of 
form and matter." The formal from the material elements it has been Dr. Wash- 
ington's endeavor to separate. 

Sbblenmacht. Abriss biner zeitgbmXssen Weltanschauung. Von Wincenty 
Lutoslawski. Leipzig: Verlag von Wilhelm Engelmann. 1899. Pages, 
xvi-f-301. 
Professor Lutoslawski is well known to the readers of The Monist as a gifted 
and versatile man who writes books in all the civilised languages of modern Europe. 
His philosophical theory is that of outspoken subjectivism and individualism, in 
full conformity with the ancient constitution of his native land, Poland. This ten- 
dency is manifest in his most recent book, which is written in German. He main- 
tains here that no philosophy or view of the world can be demonstrated, for the 
reason that its contents transcend all experience, and that it is so entirely the pro- 
duct of the personal and peculiar character of the individual that it is best fathomed 
by being put to the test of regulating one's life by it. He believes that every inde- 
pendent man constructs some total conception of Being, with a view to determin- 
ing the objects of his conduct. These many single philosophies of individuals it is 
not always easy to ascertain, since there is much to obscure them. The deepest 
feelings and presentiments of our fellow-beings are revealed only in the most inti- 
mate personal intercourse and friendship. Such intercourse Professor Lutoslawski 
has had with some very great men. To afford to minor and less gifted men, there- 
fore, a means of shaping their conduct in accordance with the views of the great 
and powerful minds of the day, Professor Lutoslawski has here sought to epitomise 
and to amalgamate into a whole the convictions which have guided the lives of the 
greatest of his thinking contemporaries with whom he is personally acquainted 
Hence the title of his book, SeelenmaclU. p. 



